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decree of ostracism, in the Greek style, being drawn up, the
whole of the Medici were exiled, Cosimo and his family to
Padua,12 his brother Loienzo to Venice, and his cousin
Averardo to Naples; and they were escorted under a guard
to the frontier. The decree declared that the Medici were
banished from the city and state of Florence "being dan-
gerous to the Republic by reason of their wealth and am-
bition." The sentence of exile, and the reasons for it, were
published in all other states, so as to make their disgrace as,
public as possible. And the nobles, though they had failed
to secure Cosimo's death, were satisfied that they had never-
theless achieved the ruin of the Medici.

Thus were the Medici for the first time cast forth in
ignominy by Florence as foes to her Republic. It was an
experience they were to undergo three times in the course
of their history. On this first occasion it occurred solely to
satisfy the desire of the nobles to get rid of the one family
that stood in the way of a return to that state of things
wherein the power had been in the hands of the nobles, an
object the latter had never ceased to work for since the
reform of the constitution which had placed all power in the
hands of the people. It is often asserted that the germs of
an aim to destroy the Republic and erect a despotic monarchy
in its place, existed in the Medici from the first. But so far,
at all events, as this first banishment is concerned the state-
ment is proved in the most practical manner to be untrue.
For whereas suspicions of this nature when once aroused
have, if there be any basis for them, a tendency to grow
stronger in the absence of the accused (and certainly would
do so in such a city), yet in this case the very reverse oc-
curred; and Florence by her action a year afterwards con-
clusively proved that there were no grounds for the charge.

By Cosimo's exile the work on the Medici Palace was
brought to a standstill, and as neither Michelozzo nor Dona-
tello desired to remain in a city which had cast him out they
also went into exile, Michelozzo accompanying Cosimo and